Certification      Fall 2020

Please note:
1. The advice below was written after Mara Markinson, T-11, graduated from TIME 2000 in 2012.  The exam and seminar requirements have changed, but much of the advice is still valuable.
2. Read ALL email from Amy Lui and the Teacher Certification Office.  Important certification updates will be sent only to your QC email address.
3. Some EdTPA requirements will be addressed in senior year SEYS courses.
4. Visit www.nystce.nesinc.com for information about certification and exams, and links regarding EdTPA.
5. Pay attention to emails from the Continuing Education Department regarding Test Prep classes for the certification exams.
6. Check with appropriate professors, departments and offices for updates related to the COVID-19 pandemic.


Certification Information/Advice for Math Ed Students
"What I wish I was told as an undergrad” 
by Mara Markinson, T-11

BEFORE graduation:
Take 2 certification exams. Contrary to popular belief, it is better to take the certification exams earlier rather than later. Find out the dates early and sign up to avoid paying late fees. The CST can be taken right after sophomore year. This is a mathematics exam; bring a graphing calculator.  It is a hard test but you have the opportunity to take it again if you come close to passing but just miss it. The EAS Exam is what you will learn the most about from your education courses, so wait to take it until after junior year. EdTPA is also required. You will learn more about this in the Methods class.
Take all 5 (now 3) education seminars.  Each seminar costs $55 (except the DASA Seminar which is $110) and is 3-7 hours long. Do NOT wait until the last minute to register because spots fill up quickly and you can get closed out. Since the seminars are held in the evening, do not wait until senior year because the seminars will conflict with classes.  NOTE: The teacher keeps track of every person in the room.  If you leave even 1 minute early, you will not get credit.  If you show up more than 10 minutes late, she won't let you in.  If you text or do other work during the workshop, the woman will ask you to leave and you will not get credit. No joke!
NOTE:  Two of the seminars can be taken online for the reduced fee of $75 for the two exams.  Visit www.childabuseworkshop.com for information. 
Get fingerprinted. Read the handout titled “Division of Education Fingerprinting Protocol.” You will need to be fingerprinted for student teaching, and many schools now require you to be fingerprinted for observations.
Apply for graduation on time. A lot of people in my cohort waited until the last minute to do this; it becomes very stressful if there is a problem with your form because it is hard to get to QC and run around to different offices while you are student teaching.  Make sure you have enough credits and have completed all CUNY PLAS class requirements to graduate BEFORE you file for graduation.
Once everything above is completed, sign up for a certification workshop through Amy Lui in PH 100. The workshop is about two hours long and you will be given a packet of information that is very helpful for registering in the NYS TEACH system. At the workshop, you will need to submit photocopied proof that you attended the 3 seminars so KEEP COPIES of what you receive at the seminars. Also, have your certification exam reports available. Keep in mind that these reports are only available online for 45 days after your exam score is released so you need to PRINT them out and keep them in a safe place.  




AFTER graduation:

[bookmark: _GoBack]IF YOU WANT TO GET A TEACHING POSITION IN THE NYC SCHOOL SYSTEM, REGISTER ON THE TEACH SYSTEM RIGHT AWAY. Follow the instructions from Amy Lui’s workshop to create an account. 

ACCESS THE ONLINE NEW TEACHER FINDER. The New Teacher Finder helps you look for jobs and sends your information to potential employers. It can be a very helpful tool. In order to access it, you need to APPLY to teach in the NYC Department of Ed. There are several deadlines for this application and if you miss one you need to wait until the next registration period! This is all done on the TEACH NYC web site but it is a LENGTHY PROCESS that involves answering a LOT of questions and writing TWO long essays about your teaching practices. EVEN IF YOU GET A JOB OFFER, YOU CAN ONLY BE HIRED AND RECOMMENDED FOR A FILE NUMBER IF YOU HAVE ALREADY FILLED THIS OUT. It is the first "real" step to getting into the system, and most people in my cohort didn't know about it. Make sure you write the essays early so that you can edit and revise them before submitting them.
MAKE SURE YOUR RESUME IS IN PERFECT SHAPE. As part of the online application to enter the system, you need to upload your resumé for review. BE PREPARED!  Submit your resumé to Dr. Curcio in January when she offers to edit resumés.
MAKE SURE YOU HAVE AT LEAST 4 REFERENCES THAT YOU CAN LIST. The application calls for 4 references who can be contacted to speak about your talents as a teacher.  Have their names and contact information ready to enter in the system.
NOTE: There exists a difference between TEACH NYC (DOE Jobs) and TEACH NYS (New York State Certification).

The most important thing to realize is that getting this done EARLY can take a lot of the pressure off of you during the interview process. If everything is taken care of as early as possible, the process of getting a job will be smoother and easier. 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

IMPORTANT LINKS

1-      QC Continuing Education and Professional Studies Department – Education workshops: 
http://www.qc.cuny.edu/pcs/Pages/Welcome.aspx

2-      New York State Teacher Certification Exam website: (EAS; CST test) 
http://www.nystce.nesinc.com/index.asp

3-      QC Teacher Certification office should you have any questions 
http://www.qc.cuny.edu/Academics/Degrees/Education/Certification/Pages/default.aspx
4-      QC Division of Education Chalk & Wire /EdTPA information website
http://www.qc.cuny.edu/Academics/Degrees/Education/Pages/default.aspx

5-      EdTPA information  webpage:  http://edtpa.aacte.org/

