Retired GSLIS Professor Celebrates 105th Birthday
By Andrew P. Jackson (Sekou Molefi Baako)
  Professor David Cohen, considered “a library legend and pioneer in Multicultural Library Education and Intellectual Freedom” by many who know him, celebrated his 105th birthday on May 24, 2014.  Professor Cohen retired from Queens College’s Graduate School of Library and Information Studies (CUNY), in Flushing, Queens, New York after serving for over seven decades.  He advocated for building multicultural library collections and encouraged publishing books by culturally diverse authors.  In 1978 he created and taught GSLIS 771 Libraries in a Multicultural Society: Programs and Collections, for their library science curriculum.  In Professor Cohen’s honor, The David Cohen Multicultural Award, established in 1991, is presented to a graduating senior or alum.  
  ALA recognized Cohen with Honorary Membership and established the prestigious David Cohen/Ethnic and Multicultural Information Exchange Round Table (EMIERT) in 1986. The Round Table recognizes individuals for notable work in multiculturalism and libraries. He was also recognized by the New York Library Association in 1986 with their International Freedom Award. Professor Cohen’s other achievements include co-founding the culturally prestigious Queens Poet Laureate position, a partnership between Queens Library and the Queens Borough President’s Office, with QC colleague Dr. William Green of the English Department in 1997.  He served as the creative Executive Director of the Friends of the Queens College Library (1983-1991). NYLA recognized Cohen as their Librarian of the Year in 1991 and REFORMA honored him with their Pura Belpre Award in 1993.  
  His 105th birthday celebrations included a family gathering on May 25th, followed by a residential birthday party at Flushing House, the senior home where he lives.  He  received a recent visit from Susie Tanenbaum, Director of Immigrant & Intercultural Affairs and Nayelli Valencia, Director of Cultural Affairs for Queens Borough President Melinda Katz, and Andrew P. Jackson (Sekou Molefi Baako), executive director at Queens Library’s Langston Hughes Community Library and Cultural Center. Andrew has taught Dr. Cohen’s multicultural library science class for the past three years.  Ms. Tanenbaum and Mr. Jackson are also founding members on the Queens Poet Laureate Administrative Committee.  
   Cohen received his MLS from Columbia University (1939), a Master of Science in Education (1934) and a Certificate in Advanced Librarianship (1968).  During his career, he was a reference librarian at City College of New York (CUNY) (1930-1941), an elementary school teacher (1943-1954), an Instructor at the U.S. Navy Training Center (1944-1946), and a high school librarian at the Plainview-Old Bethpage High School (1960-1975).  His tenure as an adjunct professor at the Queens College Graduate School of Library and Information Studies began in 1975, when he began extensive research in the area of multicultural librarianship. 
  Professor Cohen’ volunteerism includes having served as Coordinator, the ALA SRRT Ethnic Materials Information Task Force (1972-1981and 1982-1983); EMIE Round Table (1983-1984); Publisher EMIE Bulletin (1983-1994); Chairman, ALA American Association of School Librarians, Committee on Treatment of Minorities in Library Materials (1967-1972); Chair, NYLA Intellectual Freedom Committee (1968-1974, 1983-1985, 1988-1994); Member ALA Intellectual Freedom Committee (1969-1972); ALA Minority Concerns Committee (1982-1984); Member, Academic Freedom Committee, American Civil Liberties Union (1972-1992) and Coordinator, (Ad-Hoc_) NYLA Ethnic Services Round Table (1982-1983). He served as Director, USOE Fellowship Program for Library Training for Minority Students from multiple terms from 1979-1993.  

  Professor Cohen’s daughter, Harriet, commented on her father’s health, “He’s hangin’ in: slowing down, but still enjoys hearing stories of family, old friends & colleagues, events and activities, and his beloved library. He is quite something and a hoot...I have an amazing relationship with my 105 year old father. He is more alert in the evenings when he’s ready teach his class again, and “his aide Lorene is his favorite student.”  With regards to our birthday visit and gifts of his favorites, chocolate ice cream and Oreo cookies, Harriet said, “Thanks for organizing what I know meant so much to him.”  
  To send a birthday greeting, mail to: David Cohen at Flushing House, 38-20 Bowne Street, #429, Flushing, New York 11354.
