REFORMA NORTHEAST CHAPTER

November 21, 2014

Springfield Library

Brightwood Branch

Attendees: Maria Cotto, Iris Delgado, Haydee, Hodis, Elizabeth Garcia, Lavinia Gadsden (Rainbow Books Guest) Millie Gonzalez, Susan Paredes.  

1. RNE President Elizabeth Garcia opened the meeting at 1:15pm. She introduced herself and asked attendees to introduce themselves as well. 
2. A motion was made to approve the September 19, 2014 minutes and seconded by Susan Paredes. Minutes approved. 

3. President’s Report 

Due to conflicting work schedules; a majority of the attendees were unable to come to this meeting. On the positive end, Elizabeth stated that she has new volunteers to work on various committees. She appreciated each chapters interests and strong efforts for change.
4. Elizabeth reports on the efforts for Children in Crisis (http://refugeechildren.wix.com/refugee-children#!) She is thankful for the President of REFORMA to take the time to visit the detention center. Each chapter is strongly encouraged to reach out and spread the word to their local officials and politicians about this ongoing crisis. 

5. Millie Gonzalez explains efforts needed to be made for the Children in Crisis for chapters who were not familiarized with the crisis. She explained two major factors needed in order to accomplish this mission. One, the need for distribution centers which would in the books and Second, is to distribute the books to children and families. She mentioned the Mochila project which is a goody bag filled with books.  We would need team efforts

6. Elizabeth  is asking members to think of a good place to hold the Joint Mini-conference. Millie suggested in the UN date would be in June 2015 but will be determined. 

7. Committee Reports 
By- laws Committee 

No chapter attend however, email was mentioned by Louis Munoz, they are continuously working on having work completed and hopefully ready for the next meeting. 

Mini-Conference Committee
Elizabeth and Tess will be working on this event and are looking for site. 

Membership Committee

Members who are interested in joining REFORMA  are asked to join online and pay for membership in order to acknowledge new members.

Communications Committee

Mary Robinson emailed and indicated her willingness to help build strong communication field. Suggestion made was to have a virtual meeting in the upcoming months and keeping up to date from committee members. 

Awards

Professional Development Committee

The committee will be sending out an application for 2015. Susan Paredes will continue to work with Miguel Garcia Colan and Radames Suarez to evaluation the process.

Treasure’s report

Copies were distributed and no changes were made.  Millie suggested for Manny to contact Isabel Espinosa (Reforma’s national treasure) to sort out the tax codes and laws. 

State Report

RI

Maria Cotto noted that she is working on 2015 Pura Belpre Awards Committee and the experience is worthwhile. She is going to promote Latino Book Month that promotes Spanish authors and illustrators of children literacy.
NY

Elizabeth Garcia will be attending to ALA 2015 San Francisco, CA conference.
MA

Haydee reports on new upcoming Somalian patrons coming into her library and the need to expand her collection

Iris reports on more Spanish speaking libraries and is working with world’s languages grant that promotes bilingual story time not just for Spanish speakers but patrons from Portuguese population. 
8. New Business

Millie Gonzalez is encouraging member to vote for her ALA. 

9. Novedades

Lavinia Gadsden works for Rainbow Book Company and specializes in distributing of fiction and non-fiction library books starting at the pre-k level through middle school. Rainbook book company features accelerated reader titles and the newest copyrights of all books maintained in their inventory. They provide a very diverse and wide-ranging cross section of titles, at discounted prices, as more than 100 publishers in their inventory. She passed around copies of books in Spanish and Portuguese. She displayed books in Bilingual contexts. 

10. At 3:15 pm the meeting was adjourned.  

